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July Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 5th July

Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert 
   at 11.00am

Sunday 12 July

Holy Communion with Rev. Chris Herbert 

   at  6.30pm

Sunday 19th  July

Baptism & Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert at 11.00am
Sunday 26th July                Morning Praise with Ian Watson


    at 11.00 am
Rev. Chris will hold “drop-in” sessions at St. Leonards between 17.00 and 18.30 on the first Monday of each month  throughout the year (6th July this month).  He will be pleased to discuss arrangements for any church events you have planned - weddings, baptisms, etc.
***************************
St. Leonards is open to visitors EVERY WEDNESDAY from 11am to 3pm 
*****************************
SOCIAL EVENT  for your diary
SATURDAY 25th JULY  FROM 2pm
SUMMER TEA PARTY AT ST. LEONARDS, WORTLEY  FROM 2PM
Always a popular event, please come along and indulge in a tasty choice of delicious sandwiches, cakes and bakes.
Browse Cake, Craft and Gift Stalls and try your luck in our Raffle
A happy social occasion which whilst helping to raise funds for improvements to our historic church also enables us to keep it as the welcoming centre of our community.
*********  
The Lychgate Saga
As anyone who has passed though Wortley village in recent weeks will have seen, sadly our top lychgate has fallen victim to ‘white van man’ and is now in a dangerous and therefore unusable condition. The good news is that although the driver speedily left the scene – and was therefore fortunately presumably not seriously injured! – the van was insured and repair work will therefore be paid for by the insurer.  The not so good news is that by the time the necessary quotes and permissions are obtained and a suitable contractor with the required craft skills found to do the work it will probably be many months before the gateway will be open once again.  Many of you will recall how long it took to get the lower gate repaired.
Unfortunately, the top gate provided the only level access to St. Leonards church.  However, although there is a step at the lower gate, we do have some portable ramps that, given notice, can be put in place should anyone wish to bring a wheelchair into the church or graveyard.  If you do need use of the ramps we will be happy to help but please be kind enough to give 24 hour’s notice by calling 01142 887435 so that arrangements can be made for you.
NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
Wortley Tower News
Ringing in the Cotswolds

Two members of our team enjoyed a 5-day ringing outing to the Cotswolds this month. Joining other ringers from the Rotherham Minster Friday night practice group ringing at 17 churches and joining in on 2 practice nights. Accommodation included holiday cottages, hotels, Air B&B’s, holiday cottage, caravan and a motorhome. The bells were varied as were tower accesses. Ladders, spiral staircases, ground floor rings, a vertical iron ladder and staircases. A lovely group evening meal was enjoyed on the Thursday evening at The Star, Ashton Under Hill. Highlights of the week were ringing at Broadway where the heavy 6 bells are rung from ropes which hang in the chancel crossing, ringing at Stratford on Avon, the church where Shakespear is buried, and Saintbury, a beautiful church at the top of the Cotswold hills with stunning views for miles.
As we keep saying, there is far more to enjoy as a bell ringer than just ringing at your local church.

Ringing Again in Hope Valley

Our team have a good reciprocal friendship going with the Hope Valley Ringers. Mainly Hope and Castleton. Every few months their ringers come to ring with us and in between we go to ring with them. It was our turn to visit, and we had lovely warm weather as we arrived mid afternoon to ring at St Peter’s, Hope. There was a beer festival across the road but as we were a bit early, we decided to stick with a coffee at the Courtyard Café in the sun. 

Hope is an 8-bell tower with a 14cwt Tenor. The bells here are an easy ring in a modern ringing room. We jointly rang Grandsire, Plain Bob, Call Changes and Plain Hunt.

Next, we moved on to St Edmunds, Castleton. This is an 8-bell tower with an 11cwt Tenor. Access is through a door only 4 feet high to a spiral staircase then up to the ringing platform from which you can look out into the Nave. These bells have an unusual sound. Their unusual sound comes from them being cast deliberately squat and thin by James III Harrison in 1803-1812. The bells ring in the key of E-flat but weigh only 11 hundredweight (around 558 kg). Normally, a set of bells in this key requires almost double the metal, weighing around 20 hundredweight. The resulting tones are a bit unique, and the experiment wasn’t repeated anywhere else. Plain Hunt on 8, Plain Bob and Grandsire Doubles and call changes were rung here too. 

To finish our day, we were booked in to The Castle pub for a meal. A historic pub dating back to the 1800’s and recently refurbished. A comprehensive menu and good company meant we enjoyed our time here. The food was delicious and some of us sampled a few craft beers.

A nice drive back in the evening with amazing Derbyshire views as the sun went down finished the day nicely.

Ringing for Sir David Attenborough’s Birthday

8th May was Sir David Attenborough’s 100th birthday and ringers around the country arranged special ringing at their respective churches to mark the occasion. Our team at Wortley wanted to be part of it, so on our practice night we had 3 conductors each calling a touch of Plain Bob Doubles that was exactly 100 changes long. Afterwards we sent the performance up to Bellboard, the international database for recording ringing events. It was subsequently published in the Ringing World magazine along with hundreds of similar birthday wishes. 

TANKERSLEY TOWER NEWS
It was nice to have a wedding to ring for at St Peter’s in May. The 3 bells were rung before the ceremony for 20 minutes to call changes. After the wedding service the bells were rung again as the happy couple made their way from the churchyard to waiting wedding cars. We had some nice compliments from the guests attending the wedding. 

CHIMING AT WORSBOROUGH

With a 5th Sunday and a 2nd Sunday in the last 4 weeks we had no ringing at Wortley for 2 Sundays. So, some of our team went to St Mary’s Worsbrough to chime their bells for 2 morning services. The 3 bells here are not rung and cannot be rung full circle as they require new bearings. However, they can be swing chimed which is making them swing through a small arc until the clappers strike the bells. The congregation were really pleased to hear their bells ringing out across the village on 2 Sunday mornings. 

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
